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Citizen Science as 
a Tool for 
Conservation: 
Explore the Shore 
Beach Walks
PURPOSE
To get citizens involved in 
keeping Puget Sound healthy
• Citizens learn about Puget 
Sound intertidal animals.
• Citizens learn ways to be 
good beach stewards.
• Citizens take an active role 
in and contribute to the field 
of science by collecting data.
NATUREMAPPING
A Citizen Science program 
where regular people collect 
data about commonly found 
species and submit their 
finding to researchers.
The data shows presence and 
absence of species in an area 
and can show changes over 
time.
http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/
BEACH WALKS
• Free program
• No training required
• Families with children ages 
5 & above
• Groups of 10-20 people 
with 2 naturalists per group
• Each family is given a field 
guide and a data collection 
form
• Groups are spread out 
based on age and mobility
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DATA COLLECTION
The NATUREMAPPING Program
Data Collection Form
Beach: Owen Beach, Point Defiance Park
Dominant Beach Substrate Code: 110  - unvegetated, rocky beach 
Low Tide (Time/Elevation): -1.5 feet, 12:11pm
Start Time (24hr): 11:00am
End Time(24 hr):  
1:30pm
Observer Name: Amy Hale
Date: June 9, 2013
Species Name How Many/Estimate Habitat Zone
Barnacle 100+ 4
Red rock crab 2 5
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SURVEY
Monitor the Marsh
Help monitor local wetlands for amphibian 
egg masses. This program runs from 
February to June. www.pdza.org
Spot the Swallows
Help monitor local nest box sites for purple 
martins. This program runs from April to 
August.  www.pdza.org
Northwest Trek Conservation Volunteer
Conduct NatureMapping (data collection), 
habitat restoration, native planting, etc.  
www.nwtrek.org
MORE OPPORTUNITIES
